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Date    Deadline … …  

 

CONTACT 
 

Organisation Instituto de Investigaciones 

Biomédicas Alberto Sols 

(CSIC-UAM) 

Department  

Contact person Wolfgang Link Email wlink222@gmail.com 

City Madrid Website https://www.refoxy.com/ 
 
https://scholar.google.com/ci
tations?user=wPAcB10AAA
AJ&hl=de 
 
https://www.iib.uam.es/portal
/en/home 
 

Country Spain   

 

Organisation type 

 
Research 
organisation 
type 

 

X Research Organisation 
 

  University 
 

 Company 
 

 Other   

Is your company a Small 
and Medium Sized 
Enterprise (SME*)? 
 
Number of employees: 
 

 
 

 YES                  X  NO  

 

 
Your enterprise is an SME if: 
- it is engaged in economic activity 
- it has less than 250 employees 
- it has either an annual turnover not exceeding €50M, or an balance sheet total not exceeding €43M 
- it is autonomous 

For the definition of SMEs, look at: http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/business-friendly-
environment/sme-definition_en  
 

Short introduction of key areas of institute’s research: 

Dr Link is a CSIC group leader at Instituto de Investigaciones Biomédicas “Alberto Sols” (CSIC-
UAM) in Madrid, Spain focussed on understanding and targeting mechanisms underlying human 
aging and cancer. He is also co-founder of Refoxy Pharma GMBH, Berlin, a biotech company 
dedicated to developing pharmaceuticals to target FOXO proteins. Dr Link counts with more than 
25 years of experience in basic and translational biomedical research. He holds three patents 
(one licensed to Sanofi), published three books, three book chapters and over 90 articles (4 more 
under revision), 10 as first author, over 40 as senior author. He published articles (selection) in 
Nature, Oncogene, Drug Resistance Updates, PNAS, Nature Reviews Drug Discovery, Trends in 
Biotechnology, EMBO J, The Lancet Oncology and Aging Cell. His work has been cited 6042 
times. He also serves as an editorial board member of prestigious, international peer reviewed 
journals. Dr Link has a proven track-record in drug discovery and drug development and has 
recently published a textbook on that topic (Link W. Springer Nature 2019). Dr Link acts as an 
expert evaluator for many funding organisations and as a peer-reviewer for many prestigious 
journals. He has a proven track-record in drug discovery and drug development and has recently 
published a textbook on that topic (Link W. Springer Nature 2019). 
 

https://www.refoxy.com/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=wPAcB10AAAAJ&hl=de
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=wPAcB10AAAAJ&hl=de
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=wPAcB10AAAAJ&hl=de
https://www.iib.uam.es/portal/en/home
https://www.iib.uam.es/portal/en/home
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/business-friendly-environment/sme-definition_en
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/business-friendly-environment/sme-definition_en
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Former participation in 
an FP European 
project? 
 
Project title / Acronym: 
 
Activities performed: 

 
  YES       X NO 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Description of your 
expertise: 

Drug discovery platform to identify antiviral drugs against emerging 
visruses 

  

Keywords specifying 
your expertise: 

We offer a platform to screen and discover small molecule antiviral 
compounds that inhibit the nuclear export of viral proteins with much 
less toxicity compared to current inhibitors. 
 
The 2020 pandemic outbreak of a novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) 
underscores the urgent need for the development of antiviral drugs 
that target host factors essential for general viral replication 
pathways. In the absence of a vaccine and/or a specific treatment 
these general antivirals could enable an immediate treatment for 
patients infected with emerging viruses or viruses that easily mutate 
and become resistant to drugs designed for viral gene products. The 
nuclear export of viral components mediated by the CRM1 is crucial 
in various stages of the viral lifecycle and assembly of many viruses 
from diverse families, including HIV, influenza and coronaviruses. 
Interruption of CRM1-mediated export leads to changes in virion 
protein expression, virion replication, incomplete viral assembly, 
reduced infectivity, and improved antiviral host immune responses. 
In addition, cancer cells utilize the processes of nuclear-cytoplasmic 
transport to evade anti-neoplastic mechanisms. We have developed 
several high content based assays to identify CRM1 inhibitors  

  

Commitment offered:  
X Research             Demonstration       Training  
 
X  Technology          Dissemination         Other:  
  

 
Interested in 
participation in 
project types: 

X  Research & Innovation 
Action 

 Innovation Action  EIC 
Pathfinder 

 

Work Programme research areas: indicate your interest 
 

Horizon Europe 
Work Programme 2023-2024 
  
 

Expertise / Commitment offered 
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Call topic(s):    HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-04: Pandemic preparedness and 
response: Broad 
spectrum anti-viral therapeutics for infectious diseases with epidemic potential 
 
 

Do you have other 
partners for this 
topic (which 
partners/country)? 

 
We have collaborators in Portugal and Italy which also might be interested 

 

 

 
 
 

Profile of partner sought 

 
 

Role  technology development x research  training 

   dissemination  demonstration  other ______________ 

Country /region   

Expertise required  We  developed a technology to find antiviral drugs, but our expertise is not 

virology. Therefore, would like to join a consortium to apply to the HORIZON-
HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-04 call. 

 
I agree with the publication of my contact data:      X  YES                          NO  


