
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ecological district Wolske 

The development of a pioneer neighbourhood in Flanders: a pilot community in 

Limburg where sustainability and affordability meet 

Draft - Expression of interest in call Positive Clean Energy Districts 

The vision of the European Commission’s on the European Green Deal is to accelerate the 

climate efforts of the European Member States and to support the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 

to become the world’s first climate-neutral continent by 2050. With the ecological district 

Wolske, city of Hasselt would like to establish a new urban neighbourhood where sustainability 

and affordability go hand in hand. Together with the other European districts, eco district 

Wolske would be the perfect showcase for other cities in the European Union to inspire them 

in creating sustainable, affordable and inclusive neighbourhoods.  

Wolske1, located in the east of the city, has been a rural neighbourhood with a relatively 

widespread inhabited area where economic activities and the cultivation of farmland have co-

existed since late 18th century. The current project from the city of Hasselt – together with its 

private partners2 - is to transform this area into an ecological district Wolske, a neighbourhood 

that will be sustainable, interconnected to the city, the university and countryside and where the 

current community is supported in their transmission to a denser, inclusive and creative 

neighbourhood of 500 residential units. This area has known a strong community engagement 

since several years, a group of people who have established an association3 to take part in the 

dialogue to develop this ecological district. 

At the request of the city, a single urban development vision was drawn up. A common 

sustainability ambition level is currently being established. The initiators use the Flemish 

government's neighbourhood sustainability barometer4 for this. This tool screens the project in 

terms of process quality, well-being and prosperity, mobility, environment, green and nature 

development, water, materials, energy and innovation. Based on these guidelines the city of 

Hasselt has involved several project developers and architects in the construction of the real 

estates in Wolske, who received the assignment to create climate robust buildings with a circular 

approach. Specifically for this area, a lot of attention was given to the water management system 

supporting the stream valley that runs through the city of Hasselt. Besides the ecological aspects 

 
1 Hasel 
2 Ciril, Kolmont/Liburni, grondcoalitie 
3 Woonuitbreidingen en kmo-zone Wolske (de-unie-godsheide.be) 
4 Duurzaamheidsmeter Wijken - Duurzame ontwikkeling (vlaanderen.be) 

https://www.hasel.be/wolske
https://de-unie-godsheide.be/2021/03/18/woonuitbreidingen-en-kmo-zone-wolske/
https://do.vlaanderen.be/duurzaamheidsmeter-wijken


of this new area, the affordability of the housing market is a key condition for the city. At least 

30% of the buildings should be allocated to affordable and social housing, while the entire site 

is supposed to become a mix of housing opportunities to entice single households, students, 

single-parent families, elderly people, first-time buyers and young families. 

Based on the historical surroundings of economic activities and farmland and green fields, the 

district will be enshrined within large public green spaces with common vegetable gardens and 

greenhouses, co-working spaces and core facilities. At least 30% of the terrain will be a 

dedicated green area, while there will be 28,5 m2 green area committed per person (14.250 m2 

in total). The association of current inhabitants is also supportive and even the requesting party 

to put this neighbourhood forward as the future-proofed climate neutral area with a long-term 

mobility plan, based on the modal shift. With the strong engagement of project developers, 

architects and engineering firms, this has been a relatively straightforward starting position. 

 

We would like to take part in this European call on the Positive Clean Energy Districts for the 

following reasons:   

• With the Flemish sustainability barometer as the starting position, all partners have 

already agreed to create ‘the neighbourhood of the future’, where climate robust 

buildings and a climate neutral energy supply system should support the gradual growth 

of the neighbourhood and the affordability of the new houses.  The development of the 

ecological district Wolske should be a source of inspiration for other surrounding areas. 

The green public open spaces should become the place for encountering its neighbours. 

Wolske should display the new lifestyle where there is a village vibe within a city and 

where you have the establishment of the modal shift and smart urban area in practice. 

• With respect for the current inhabitants and its community activities, we would like to 

resolve the transmission to a more populated area where there is a tri-partite challenge: 

there is the need to invest heavily in clean energy and its necessary infrastructure, while 

there will be only a gradual growth of the development of the residential units. Together 

with the condition to offer affordable housing for everyone from the start of the project, 

we see some conflicting interests rise throughout the process of the development. 

• With the establishment of Wolske, city of Hasselt would like to proof and document an 

example of the development of one area of its city and eliminate entry barriers for 

interested stakeholders, while creating trust in the process to make this shift in 

establishing positive clean energy districts throughout the city and the Province of 

Limburg, a rural area with relatively small cities. 


