
PARTNER OFFER FROM FINLAND 

Topic: HORIZON-MISS-2021-SOIL-02-08: Next generation soil advisors 
 

Expertise/competencies offered and potential contribution to the project (e.g. 

research, training, dissemination, technology development): 
We are looking for a partnership in a consortium with combining research and advising 

excellencies in the soil management. Concerning this call topic, we are mainly focusing on 

agricultural topics, as Luke is a strong actor within Nordic agricultural research and ProAgria 

is an advisory organization operating on national level in Finland. Additionally, forestry sector 

is related as in Luke has strong, Nordic forest research expertise from soil to bioeconomy. We 

are offering strong research and advisory combination for a consortium looking for Nordic 

partners. 

 

Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) is Finland’s second largest government research 

institute. It operates under the Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry of Finland. Luke’s 

researchers and specialists provide new solutions towards the sustainable development of 

the Finnish and global bioeconomy and the promotion of new biobased businesses. Together 

with its partners, Luke is building a society based on the bioeconomy. Luke has vast 

experience in R&I project coordination and participation.  

 

Luke is a coordinating body if Finnish AKIS -coordinator AgriHubi -farmers’ competence 

network, which is renewing collaboration among Finnish AKIS -actors. Smart farming and 

business management skills are AgriHubi’s topics that we are enhancing in Finland. New 

networking and knowledge database will be launched at the beginning of March 2022.   

 

 

ProAgria is a farmer -owned NGO and with over 650 agricultural experts and a turnover of 

43 M€ making it the largest provider of agricultural advisory services in Finland. ProAgria 

caters to all sectors of agriculture with services ranging from production process related 

services to management consultation and financial accounting. ProAgria also engages 

actively in projects with a wide variety of partners from the agricultural sector and beyond 

both nationally and internationally. Currently the projects focus especially on digitalisation 

and the environment. 

 

ProAgria is also an active member the European Forum for Agricultural and Rural Advisory 

Services (EUFRAS) and a senior staff member of ProAgria is currently the acting chairman of 

the network. 

 

Experience on previous EU-projects and role/tasks in them: 
Luke is currently participating in >700 ongoing national and international projects, including 

52 Horizon 2020 projects, nine of which are coordinated by Luke. Luke’s experienced 

Research Funding, Finance, and Communications & Marketing teams will provide expert 

assistance in the project’s governance, administration, financing, innovation management, 

data management, ethics, dissemination, exploitation, and communication. 



In 2020, Luke employed 1,249 personnel (50% female) at 12 offices and 13 other sites across 

Finland. It had an annual turnover of €125 million, and published 702 peer-reviewed scientific 

articles. 

 

Luke’s reference projects: 

Soil biodiversity enhancement in European agroecosystems to promote their stability and 

resilience by external inputs reduction and crop performance increase. 

http://soildiveragro.eu/ (Horizon Europe) 

Sustainable soil management to unleash soil biodiversity potential and increase 

environmental, economic and social wellbeing (Horizon Europe).  

Towards climate-smart sustainable management of agricultural soils (EJP Soil). 

 

 

ProAgria’s regional centres have been active project actors since 1995 on national level and 

internationally since 2005. Annually ProAgria is engaged in >100 national and >10 

international projects, with a combined budget of 7,5 M€. A few recent examples of ongoing 

international projects are: 

 

ProAgria’s reference projects: 

I2Connect: https://i2connect-h2020.eu/about/ 

FairShare: https://www.h2020fairshare.eu/ 

EcoStack: https://www.ecostack-h2020.eu/ 

FIELDS: https://www.erasmus-fields.eu/home/ 
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