
 

 

 

 

 

Technology with and for society – HubIT resources for 
Horizon Europe  

Read the full report about HubIT resources for facilitating social sciences and humanities and 

responsible research and innovation integration in ICT published in February 2021 here. 

 

The HubIT project (https://www.hubit-project.eu/), implemented from September 2017 to 

February 2021 and funded under the topic REV-INEQUAL-09-2017 was a part of the overall 

social sciences and humanities (SSH) and responsible research and innovation (RRI) integration 

effort in the ICT-related parts of H2020. The project was about bridging the ICT and social 

sciences and humanities community, by bringing together ICT developers, SSH researchers and 

other stakeholders (e.g., NGOs, citizens, and users) across H2020 ICT-related projects and 

beyond. For that, the HubIT project developed a toolbox to implement RRI in ICT related 

research and innovation activities and organized community building and collaborative events 

across Europe called European Framework Model. 

 

To present the results the HubIT project developed a web platform called HubIT Metropolis 

(https://www.hubit-project.eu/) that is structured into 3 stations: Understand, Collaborate, 

Monitor with the resources such as a matchmaking and assessment tool, key challenges, tried 

and tested practices, guidelines and policy briefs divided among them. It is an open-source tool 

that can be accessed by all people worldwide to foster inclusive ICT research and innovation.  

 

Applying RRI means, above all, evaluating the necessary compromises between ethics, 

sustainability, technical and economic feasibility. In the specific case of ICT, the SSH should pay 

particular attention to those aspects of digital innovation that make it possible to respond to 

social challenges, while the principle of responsibility in research and innovation should allow 

for the creation of a common basis of values and needs, coming from society, on which the 

various research actors can work together. 

What are the resources in practice? Accelerating the uptake of ethics and responsible 

innovation in technologies and practices. The HubIT team is convinced that the resources enable 

the researchers in the field of social and humanities to support developers and researchers of 

digital technologies, in all research and development processes, even in those where a high 

social impact is not initially expected, since the same impact could be hidden in aspects not 

initially assessable.  

https://www.hubit-project.eu/public-results/10
https://www.hubit-project.eu/
https://www.hubit-project.eu/


 

 

 

 

 

HubIT resources for Horizon Europe 

The HubIT framework is suitable for supporting organisations and researchers to participate in 

the activities of the forthcoming Horizon Europe programme. Notably, the resources are aligned 

with collaboration and trans-disciplinary approach requirements of the new EU programme. 

Here we provide a description of our expectations in using the framework (some parts of it or 

as a whole) within each Horizon Europe’s mission: 

Mission: Adaptation to climate change including societal transformation1.  

Climate adaptation is the process of adjustment to actual or expected climate and its effects. 

The mission will support this process by connecting citizens with science and public policy. The 

Mission’s Vision is: “Accelerate the transition to the future we want, supporting 200 European 

communities and regions in co-creating a vision and innovation pathways, as well as developing 

solutions and enabling conditions for transformative adaptation within safe planetary 

boundaries”. The current strategic plan2 claims for accelerating such transition. 

The Mission will support citizens, communities, 
and regions, to: 

HubIT validated resources 

design vision and objectives, and build consensus 

around transformative social change enshrined in a 

community resilience contract; 

Matchmaking Tool and Key Challenges to 

share ideas, opinions and plans for an 

improved collective social welfare. 

co-create adaptation pathways, and define possible 

courses of policy and innovation actions to deliver on 

the vision, resulting in a portfolio brief for action;  

Guidelines for better implementation of RRI 

when Social Sciences collaborate with cutting-

edge technologies 

co-design and test actionable solutions, and share 

learning within and across the communities and 

regions;  

Assessment tool for ensuring that all actors 

participating in the initiatives could refer to a 

unique and shareable framework for 

evaluation of responsibility 

create favourable conditions for societal 

transformations 

Policy briefs and Achievements for aligning 

actors towards responsible visions of 

collaboration between ICT and SSH 

Table 1: Alignment of FEFM with Horizon Europe’ Climate Change Mission 

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/climate-resilient-europe_en     
2 Accelerating the Transition to a Climate Prepared and Resilient Europe. Interim report of the Mission 

Board for Adaptation to Climate Change, including Societal transformation (June 2020) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/climate-resilient-europe_en


 

 

 

 

 

Mission: Cancer3 

This mission has fixed a target to be achieved by 2030: more than 3 million lives saved, living 

longer and better, achieve a thorough understanding of cancer, prevent what is preventable, 

optimise diagnosis and treatment, support the quality of life of all people exposed to cancer, 

and ensure equitable access to the above across Europe. Among the recommendations of the 

current strategic plan4, we can find: 

Recommendation HubIT validated resources 

8: Create a European Cancer Patient Digital 

Centre where cancer patients and survivors can 

deposit and share their data for personalised 

care 

Policy briefs for dealing with ethics and security 

issues, Guidelines to plan a responsible approach of 

new ICTs to be implemented in these Digital Centres 

12: Accelerate innovation and implementation 

of new technologies and create Oncology-

focused Living Labs to conquer cancer 

Guidelines to plan a responsible approach of new 

ICTs to be implemented in these Living Labs, 

Success Indicators to measure the progress of 

responsible ICTs technologies 

Table 2: alignment of FEFM with Horizon Europe’ Cancer Mission 

Climate-neutral and smart cities5.  

The scope is to meet the goals and targets set out by international policy frameworks such as 

the COP21 Paris Agreement, the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (notably SDG11), the 

Urban Agenda for the EU and the Habitat III New Urban Agenda as cities play a key role in all of 

them. The main vision6 is to “Support, promote and showcase 100 European cities in their 

systemic transformation towards climate neutrality by 2030 and make these cities into 

experimentation and innovation hubs for all cities, thus leading on the European Green Deal and 

on Europe’s efforts to become climate neutral by 2050”. Among the targets, we can list the 

following: 

 
3 https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/conquering-cancer-mission-possible_en   
4 CONQUERING CANCER: MISSION POSSIBLE Report of the Mission Board for Cancer (September 2020) 
5 https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/100-climate-neutral-cities-2030-and-citizens_en  
6 100 Climate-neutral Cities by 2030 – by and for the Citizens Report of the Mission Board for climate-
neutral and smart cities (September 2020) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/conquering-cancer-mission-possible_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/100-climate-neutral-cities-2030-and-citizens_en


 

 

 

Target HubIT validated resources 

The involvement of citizens in their different 

roles as political agents, users, producers, 

consumers, or visitors is particularly pivotal for 

the mission’s success – hence the title “by and 

for the citizens”. 

The Social Hub and the Matchmaking Tool both 

aiming at kicking-off the multi-stakeholder’s 

collaboration; the Tried and tested practices to 

adapt success cases of collaboration 

Work with Digital Innovation Hubs to help smart 

cities and communities in their use of advanced 

digital technologies such as Artificial Intelligence; 

The Policy briefs for understanding the ethics’ 

issues when implementing digital technologies, 

the Guidelines to plan a coherent and 

responsible implementation. 

Work towards the creation of a smart 

communities’ dataspace with an agreed 

governance structure and collaboration 

mechanism to access, share and re-use all kinds 

of data from different sources with relevance for 

cities and communities 

Guidelines, Assessment Tool and Tried and 

Tested practices will help defining and shaping 

the governance and the procedures within the 

smart communities.  

Table 3: alignment of FEFM with Horizon Europe’ Climate Neutral and Smart Cities Mission 

Healthy oceans, seas, coastal and inland waters7. 

This mission’ target by 2030 is: cleaning marine and fresh waters, restoring degraded 

ecosystems and habitats, decarbonising the blue economy to sustainably harness the essential 

goods and services they provide. In its operative plan8, “[...]science and innovative technologies 

play a central role in developing the ocean economy in a sustainable and responsible manner”. 

HubIT is not directly addressed to seas, waters, and inland waters, but the framework could help 

in the achievement of the following: 

Target HubIT validated resources 

A massive upscaling of technological, but also of 

social, governance and business innovation is 

needed to drive, navigate, and accelerate the 

transitions and to unlock huge opportunities for 

green growth 

Key Challenges to align SSH+ICT towards the 

Green Growth, Tried and tested practices to learn 

about working governance, Guidelines to plan 

adoption and implementation of technologies 

Table 4: alignment of FEFM with Horizon Europe’ Healthy Oceans Mission 

 
7 https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/mission-starfish-2030-restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en   
8 Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters Report of the Mission Board Healthy Oceans, 

Seas, Coastal and Inland Waters (September 2020) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/mission-starfish-2030-restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en


 

 

 

 

 

Soil health and food9. 

The mission it to provide a powerful tool to raise awareness on the importance of soils, engage 

with citizens, create knowledge, and develop solutions for restoring soil health and soil 

functions. The targets by 2030 have been fixed at: at least 75% of all soils in the EU are healthy 

for food, people, nature and climate. The proposed10 mission combines research and innovation, 

education and training, investments and the demonstration of good practices using “living labs” 

(experiments and innovation in a laboratory on the ground) and “lighthouses” (places to 

showcase good practices). Among strategies, we can highlight: 

Strategy HubIT validated resources 

In the “lighthouses strategy”. Active outreach 

and engagement activities with biophysical 

and social sciences embedded in all activities 

to address the quantification of risks and 

opportunities, cost-benefit analysis, wider 

systems’ impacts including those on food, 

forestry, and urban systems. This shall 

improve the evidence base and encourage 

wider uptake both within and beyond the LH 

boundaries 

The database of Actors and Projects, the Social Hub, 

the Matchmaking tool and the Guidelines have been 

built for ensuring a tight and smooth cooperation 

among actors when including social sciences into 

innovation processes. 

The Insights and Achievements, and the Key 

Challenges could be used as communication and 

engagement material.  

Interdisciplinarity: More efficient and fertile 

integration of scientific disciplines, 

considering long-term scales, solving 

problems, and taking risks, so that innovative 

approaches can be implemented, and results 

are of high societal relevance. Integration of 

natural and social sciences at an equal level is 

crucial and a definitive novel step 

The Tried and tested practices provide real-life 

examples of fertile integration of scientific and 

technological disciplines with a social impact.  

The Success Indicators provide tools for 

measurement of level of integration of ICT with SSH 

when considering RRI elements 

 Table 5: alignment of FEFM with Horizon Europe’ Soil, Health and Food Mission 

 

 
9 https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/caring-soil-caring-life_en   
10 Caring for soil is caring for life Ensure 75% of soils are healthy by 2030 for food, people, nature and 

climate Report of the Mission Board for Soil health and food (September 2020) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/caring-soil-caring-life_en


 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, the HubIT’ resources could be useful in supporting the so-called European 

partnerships with EU countries, the private sector, foundations, and other stakeholders, thanks 

to guidelines, experiences and hints in planning delivering societal challenges through concerted 

research and innovation efforts. 

 

  


