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Editorial

A
Dear readers,

                   t the beginning of the year, the 'Fridays for Future' movement 
was all over the media. I was happy to see the political and social com-
mitment of these overwhelmingly young people, as they recognize the 
importance of preserving our planet and nature, whom we all depend on.

Then Corona came and overran us all. 
A lock-down became necessary and borders were 
closed. Suddenly, we no longer had freedom of 
travel and mobility. And what about our efforts to 
combat climate change? They were enhanced by 
the crisis!

Many people had to fear for their livelihoods and still do. It’s necessary 
to rethink our own actions. Why always travel to far-away places when 
there is so much to discover in our European neighbourhood?

Even before Corona we wanted to dedicate this issue to nature,  
sustainability and ecotourism. We can learn a lot from our small neigh-
bouring country Slovenia. Mountains, sea and culture – with an electric 
car and wooden bicycles, we visited wonderful places there. And we 
were thrilled!

Young people along the Danube campaign for environmental protection, 
small tourist facilities are committed to sustainability. This gives us hope 
for a future we have all long needed.

Join us on our journey and get to know more exciting projects in the 
Danube countries.

Sabine Geller,
editor-in-chief & founder,
danube connects
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We offer information and images 
from the international press on 
politics, tourism and culture in the 
Danube region. Furthermore, we 
keep you on track about the Danu-
be Strategy and the various events 
alongside the Danube. 
Come and take a look!

You want to share interesting infor-
mation on the Danube region? 

Just send a link to info@danube-
connects.eu. 

danube connects 
is on Facebook, twitter
and Instagram! 
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We want our road  trip from Ulm to be 
sustainable. We start our trip in Schepp-
ach-Jettingen with a Tesla Model 3 Per-
formance. The electric car is economic-
al: It has a range of up to 530 kilometers. 

I catch sight of the Triglav. Even after 
so many years, I am impressed by the 
mountain. Nostalgia overwhelms me 
as I see the three mighty peaks in front 
of me. My parents came from Yugosla-
via and every year we went to visit our 
family during the holidays. Triglav, the 
highest peak in Slovenia and the Julian 
Alps at 2864 meters, was our sign that 
we would soon be "home". 

Slovenia is small, but offers all sorts of re-
creation. Sea, mountains, flat land - the-
re is something for every character. Cui-
sine and culture are not neglected either.  

Our first destination: the coastal town 
of Piran in Istria. The town with its 
lighthouse is considered one of the most 
beautiful tourist destinations in Europe. 
The name comes from the Greek word 
pyros, which means fire. According to 
the legend, in ancient times a fire was lit 
on the spot where the lighthouse stands 
today as a signpost for sailors. The old 
town also boasts charming Venetian 
buildings. Italian names indicate how 
close Italy is. The main square Piazza 
Tartini is dedicated to the famous com-
poser Giuseppe Tartini (1692 - 1770), 
who was born here.  

His father was director of the salt mills 
in Piran. 

Rich through white gold

Salt - that is the white gold with which 
Piran became rich. To this day salt is 
still scooped by hand in Secovlje at the 
foot of the Piran. "Salt of Europe, salt 
of mother earth. It is our history of the 
Middle Ages. You cannot buy the salt 
rights, only lease them. My family hi-
story is also connected with it. It was 
the reason for Piran's prosperity," ex-
plains Martina Gamboz, project mana-
ger of “Piran 2025”, "There used to be 
other salt flats in Trieste and Koper, but 
they were mined. Piran salt is extreme-
ly white because of its purity compared 
to other salts. Microorganisms make it 
so valuable and extremely healthy".

We visit the salt flats of Secovlje. It is 
raining and it is relatively cool. In front 
of us there is a wide field, divided into 
rectangles. Since the 14th century, sea 
salt has been collected here in a special

 way. The so-called petola, an artificially 
cultivated soil layer consisting of bacte-
ria, gypsum, carbonate materials and 
clay, ensures the purity of the salt. It 
prevents the salt from mixing with the 
underlying sea mud. The biological fil-
ter also enriches the salt with its mine-
rals, which makes it so valuable. Even 
today, the salt is still produced by hand 
according to an old tradition. 

World-renowned olive oil

The Slovenian part of Istria also offers 
other culinary highlights – and has 
done so since ancient times. Above all, 
the green liquid gold of the peninsula 
is still sought after worldwide. What 
makes it different from other olive oils? 
Its taste is more intense, tart and spi-
cy. "This taste indicates high levels of 
biophenols and polyphenols, valuable 
antioxidants", as Nina explains to us in 
detail during the tasting. We are at the 
Froggatt family's organic farm in the 
hills of Portoroz. Nina, who now runs 
the farm together with her British hus-
band, comes towards us beaming with 
joy. For only 25 €, you can taste olive 
oil, other olive products and wine. The 
table in the sales room is beautifully 
set - figs, tomatoes, mozzarella, pick-
led olives. We manage to get hold of 
the last bottles of olive oil with lemon 
juice and the last two glasses of pickled 

olives in salt water. From the farm the-
re is a wonderful view of the salt flats. 
And there’s an intense herbal smell in 
the air! No matter where you look, bu-
shes of rosemary, thyme and other wild 
herbs grow from the fertile earth and 
shape the Mediterranean landscape in 
the northernmost part of southern Eu-
rope. 

It is time to say goodbye. We continue 
our journey to Ljubljana, the capital of 
Slovenia. The infrastructure is excellent 
in the country. We quietly rush along 
the smooth road towards the dramatic 
sunset. The colours in the sky chan-
ge from light blue to deep orange-red. 
It is night when we arrive at the B&B 
City Hotel. A Tesla charging station is 
already waiting for me. The cosy rooms 
in the green urban hotel in the centre 
of the city are furnished with natural 
materials. On the table, there is a glass 
with Slovenian forest honey as a gift.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is from the hotel's own bees that live 
on the roof of the hotel. The city bees 
feel comfortable because they are tou-
chingly taken care of. The roof is also the 
highest point of a bee farm in Slovenia. 

 Forest honey? How can that 
     be? We are right in the middle 
                   of the city centre! That's the  
                     wonderful thing about Slo- 
                      venia and also Ljubljana. 

Eco-Tourism Eco-Tourism

Piran and the coastal region - 
Bidding together for European Capital of Culture
The European Capitals of Culture 2025 come from Germany and Slovenia.
There, the decision will be made between the capital Ljubljana, Ptuj, Gorica  
and Piran. Piran's bid is supported by the region of Istria with 10 Croatian  
coastal municipalities and the Italian cities of Venice, Trieste and Muggia.
The bidding team led by Martina Gamboz (Piran) will with the help of the  
international experts Márton Méhes and Chris Baldwin focus on cultural  
and historical topics as well as climate change. Piran is increasingly  
threatened by flooding due to its location.
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My colleague Sabine Geller are on our way to explore Slo-
venia, one of the "greenest countries in Europe". Sustai-
nable tourism is very important in this relatively small 
EU country with its 20.000 km2 and about two million in-
habitants.

I feel Slovenia!

Olive oil tasting with the Froggatt family

Tartini Square, Piran
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In the Bio-Hotel Trnulja on the southern 
outskirts of Ljubljana it is like being 
in another world and another time.  
The area lies directly in the Ljubljana 
moor in the middle of pure nature. The 
old wooden house is steeped in history, 
you can feel that when you arrive. We 
unlock the door of the house. The first 
thing that I see absolutely thrills me! A 
replica of the Kolo Wheel 5200 hangs on 
the wall - the oldest wheel in human hi-
story with an axle! The sensational find 
occurred unexpectedly in 2002, when 
archaeologists took a wood sample in 
a drainage ditch of the approximate-
ly 5200-year-old pile-dwelling Stare 
Gmanje in the Ljubljana bog near Vrh-
nika, about 20 km from Ljubljana. The 
pendant of my room key is also a Kolo 
Wheel! 

5200 years of history

Ursa and Micha, husband and wife 
and owners of the hotel, smile when 
they can't stop my endless enthusi-
asm. Micha thinks about it and makes 
a phone call. "I just got off the phone 
with the friend who found the wheel in 
his field back then. If you want to, we 
can go there." I am as excited as a litt-
le child! I’ll get to see the place where 
one of the most important inventions 

of mankind was found! The trip there 
is already an experience. We pass old 
villages and the nature is very pristine. 
We stop on the banks of the Ljubljanica 
river with its sometimes blue and some-
times murky waters, which flows past 
us at a leisurely pace. It is so very quiet. 
I wonder what else remains underneath 
us from the pile dwellings that date 
back to the Neolithic period? Micha 
shrugs his shoulders: "Surely there is 
still a lot!” We drive up to the field, the 
site of the sensational find. Not a soul 
is there. The sun shines on the bales of 
straw scattered over the field. We hear 
nothing but the cows mooing on the 
adjacent pasture. Micha opens a photo 
on his cell phone. "Look, it was found 
here." He compares the current na-
ture with the photo and navigates me 
to the spot. "A little to the right and a 
few steps back. Yes, exactly ... And a 
little bit more towards the ditch ... Yes! 
That should be it according to the po-
sition of the trees in the background!" 
He joins me enthusiastically: "I could 
get used to working days like this!” 
Absorbed in thought, we stand next to 
each other and stare reverently at the 
ground. 5200 years of history in one 
place - that’s quite humbling! We calm-
ly drive back to the hotel, which has a 
wonderful history. Ursa, actually an 

economist, who studied in Vienna and 
therefore speaks German perfectly, and 
her husband Micha, originally from the 
IT industry, discovered this old house 
completely surrounded by blackthorn 
as their own private accommodation. 
"It looked like Sleeping Beauty in deep 
sleep!" They renovated it following the 
example of the oldest house in the set-
tlement, using natural materials such as 
wood, clay plaster and hemp insulati-
on. And they turned it into an organic 
farm. The apartments are large, cosy 
and absolutely comfortable. The break-
fast is a blast! Everything is organic, 
regional and seasonal. "We barter with 
our farmers in the neighbourhood. Just 
like in the days of the pile dwellers", 
Ursa explains. We love the goat salami, 
the warm onion cake with curry sauce, 
the homemade spreads, the hemp mu-
esli made of home-grown ingredients. 
Hemp plays a very important role in 
the family. They were the first who 
were allowed to grow hemp. Today, 
they turn it into valuable and healthy 
cold-pressed oil and muesli. They also 
propose cooking courses around hemp. 
And the guest sleeps on hemp mattres-
ses. In addition, they grow different 
kinds of grain and they have almond 
trees. Today it is one of the five best or-
ganic hotels in the country. "Our stan-

dard is to be the best!" We immediately 
believe Ursa. In the evening a late sum-
mer dinner is served. Three attractive 
musicians play traditional melodies. It 
is time to say goodbye to Slovenia. The 
next morning we leave the hotel with a 
weeping eye. Ursa hands each of us a 
paper bag. It contains delicacies from 
their farm. And then they have a sur-
prise for me. A key ring in the shape of 
the Kolo Wheel! We have a hard time 
saying goodbye - to the farm as well as 
to the dear owners with whom we felt 
at home.

Alpine Museum in Mojstrana

We now head back to Germany. I again 
see the Triglav. Those were always the 
sad moments in my childhood. From 
this side the peaks look just as beauti-
ful, but they were an announcement 
that I have to say goodbye to Yugosla-
via again for a while.

Before that we will make a stopover at 
the Slovenian Alpine Museum in the 
village of Mojstrana on the Slovenian-
Austrian border. The Mountaineering 
Museum presents the Slovenian heri-
tage of mountaineering and various 
topics about the protection of nature in 
the Slovenian mountains. And the first 
rescue helicopter of Yugoslavia hangs 
from the ceiling. The absolute high-
light: putting on 3D glasses to float to 
the heights around the Triglav moun-
tains or to travel to the infinite depths in 
one of Slovenia's many caves. "And of 
course, while you are here, you mustn’t 

miss a short trip to Triglav!” Sasa, staff 
member of the museum, leads us to a 
platform from which you can feel the 
full beauty of Triglav up close. As we 
pass the last tree, a dry riverbed runs 
beside us, surrounded by the imposing 
steep rock faces of the Triglav. I have ne-
ver been so close to them. They radiate 
strength. From here to the top it takes 
about six hours of walking. We don't 
have that much time. But I know I will 
come back. "I feel Slovenia" - the green 
EU country could not have chosen a 
more fitting slogan.

Mirella Sidro,
journalisti, Augsburg
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                                   Our guide to the location: a manually made map of the finder

5200 years after Kolowheel we drive emission- 
free again, just much more comfortable

Eco-Tourism

Roadtrip to Triglav
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"Cross-border and transnational coope-
ration is an indispensable part of this 
work. Nature does not recognise po-
litical borders, so nature conservation 
must also cross borders to achieve its 
objectives," says the DANUBEPARKS 
website. The network therefore focuses 
on making the Danube, one of the most 

species-rich landscapes in Europe, a 
habitat corridor consisting of many 
different, mostly relatively small areas. 
This is ever more important in times 
of climate change. The participating 
protected areas work on spreading 
this view further. An example: in the 
Interreg project DANUBEparksCON-

NECTED, sixteen project partners from 
the German Danube forest Neuburg-
Ingolstadt downstream to the Roma-
nian Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve 
and nine accompanying partners from 
all Danube countries have committed 
themselves to habitat protection un-
der the leadership of the Donau-Auen 

DANUBEPARKS, the network of Danube protected areas, was established in 2007. Its aim is to unite all 
protected areas along the Danube, all facing the same challenges, in order to achieve common nature 
conservation objectives better and more efficiently through increased cooperation.

WILD 
ISLANDS
Protecting Danube areas across borders

912 islands

380 jewels

14,000 ha wilderness

National Park. With the help of the so-
called Danube Habitat Corridor, the 
ecosystems of the Danube areas are to 
be preserved by counteracting envi-
ronmental change processes or by rai-
sing awareness for the issue in the first 
place. To this end, work is being done 
in the fields of river morphology and 
revitalisation, floodplain management 
and habitat network, protection of typi-
cal Danube animal species, monitoring 
and Natura2000, and nature tourism.
 
Protecting wild Danube islands

Within the framework of the project, 
cornerstones for future projects were 
laid out to strengthen the Danube as 
a biotope network. One of them is the 
WILDisland initiative, protecting 912 
islands on 3,000 river kilometres, of 
which 147 are completely untouched 
and represent 14,000 hectares of wilder-
ness along the Danube. Agreements on 
the reduction of human intervention are 
to be concluded with all relevant actors 
throughout the Danube region. On an 
interactive map at wildisland.danube-
parks.org presents information as well 
as categorisations of all these islands, 
such as exact location, size, vegetation 
and hydromorphology (i.e. water body 
structure). It’s the first "Inventory of the 
Danube Islands" of its kind. As some 
species only occur on these wild islands 
- for example the Little Ringed Plover, 
which lays its eggs on island-like gra-
vel and sandbanks - their protection 
was started in order to preserve them 
in a near-natural way. For example, at 
the end of 2018 the island of Wolfsthal 
between Austria and Slovakia, which 
had grown together with the main-
land through human intervention, was 
"freed from its corset" again, i.e. about 
6,000 tons of stones were removed to re-
store the natural flow of water and thus 
preserve the species there.

Such island and river revitalisation 
measures make the initiative a model of 
European green infrastructure. This is 
shown, among other things, by the fact 
that the initiative received the Europe-
an Commission’s Natura 2000 Award in 
2015, that the European Commission's 
Directorate-General for the Environ-
ment declared it a best practice model 
in 2018 and that Dr. Marcel Huber, En-
vironment Minister of Bavaria at that 
time, signed a decree for the protection 
of Danube islands. "We are also proud 
to work closely with the waterway 
authorities in this process, who also fi-
nance some of the activities", says Ge-
org Frank, Secretary General of DANU-
BEPARKS.

Drones for the protection of birds

The Danube is also a bird migration 
route of European importance. That’s 
why the Danube Free Sky campaign is 
marking power lines that white-tailed 
eagles, ducks, geese, terns, pelicans 
and other migratory birds could collide 
with. No less than 12,000 km of power 
lines in the Danube region are a threat 
to birds, 3,900 km of them are high-
current lines. According to DANUBE-
PARKS, tens of thousands of birds die 
this way every year, sometimes un-
noticed as their carcasses are washed 
away by the river. "Therefore, even the 
ornithologists of the protected areas 
were not aware of this danger. 

We are the first such initiative along a 

Against the Europe-wide trend: on the Danube islands 
40% of the softwood meadows are still in their natural state

80% of the Little Ringed Plovers breed on island-like gravel and sandbanks

Only brood-prove of the  
dwarf-tern: on a gravel island

Island "BG051 NN" in Bulgaria
Nature protection
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Recovery of the tourism industry af-
ter the COVID-19 outbreak strongly 
depends on gaining back the trust of 
travellers that accommodation and 
catering facilities are safe to use and 
do not present a health hazard.  As 
response to that challenge, Serbian 
partners have developed proto-
cols for “Clean & Safe” voluntary 
certification scheme representing 
the framework for nation-wide 

approach in prevention of COVID 
19 outbreak. Implementation of the 
“Clean & Safe” certification scheme 
will be supported starting autumn 
2020 through the project “EU for 
cultural heritage and tourism” in 
framework of the Private sector 
development  Project, financed by 
the European Union and German 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development and implemented 

by the GIZ. Support actions will 
range from development of the sa-
nitation and disinfection guidelines, 
training of hotels and restaurants 
staff, small pension owners, and 
cultural heritage operators. Apart 
from the training, it is also planned 
to provide disinfection material and 
equipment for accommodation and 
catering facilities.

CLEAN & SAFE COVID 19 prevention measure in Serbia’s tourism sector

river system", said Frank.
Since such a collision can also lead to 
power cuts, energy suppliers are also 
interested in a solution. The network 
was able to act as a successful platform 
here, bringing together the players con-
cerned to take joint action. Since then 
there have been more and more of the 
high-contrast flags which allow birds 
to see the lines in good time. 

In Austria, for example, the energy 
suppliers agreed to mark all power 
lines over the Danube nationwide. 
Sometimes drones are used to attach 
the flags, but normally, expensive heli-
copter missions or experts from the en-
ergy suppliers as well as a coordinating 
team are required. Thanks to the initi-
ative of the network, this can be done 
much more cheaply and easily in cer-

tain cases with the help of drones. DA-
NUBEPARKS proudly communicates 
that the mortality rate of birds can be 
reduced by 60-90 percent with the help 
of the markers.

Sheep as lawnmowers

According to Frank, it is often forgotten 
that rivers offer more than "just" wet-
land habitats. DANUBEparksCON-
NECTED therefore investigated where 
the most important dry habitats, i.e. 
dry micro-habitats on gravel, dry and 
semi-arid grasslands, sand habitats or 
boulder fields, occur along the Danu-
be. It then implemented pilot projects 
to protect them: scrub clearance, ma-
nagement of invasive species and also 
grazing, for example in the Danube ri-
parian forests near Ingolstadt or in the 
Donau-Auen National Park. Two years 
ago, under the coordination of the lat-
ter, a flock of sheep was used for the 
first time at Schönau on the Danube for 
mowing the flood dams there and con-
solidating their structure. The Danube 
Volunteers Day – another initiative of 
DANUBEPARKS, in which the associa-
tion sets a theme and thousands of vo-
lunteers along the Danube participate – 
was also dedicated to the maintenance 
of valuable dry habitats in its first year 
in 2017; later, rubbish was collected 

along the river or bat populations were 
monitored.

In the beginning, the different cultures 
and languages of the participants were 
still perceived as a challenge within the 
network, according to its Secretary Ge-
neral. However, according to a recent 
survey by DANUBEPARKS, this diver-
sity is now seen as an asset and a source 
of inspiration. And although, according 
to Frank, politicians still think more na-
tionally than internationally, he sees 
the EU Strategy for the Danube Region 
as a good means of bringing such coo-
peration as that of the network to the 
political and thus interregional level.

Daniel Hirsch,
journalist, Budapest

Ecological connectivity is essential not 
only for the animals’ survival, but also 
for humans’ as it allows nature to adapt 
to climate change and to provide the 
ecosystem services we all depend on.
Rapid economic growth (motorways, 
urban sprawl, tourism development) 
in the region benefits people, but also 
causes habitat fragmentation and barri-
ers to ecological connectivity. If we lose 
ecological connectivity, both wildlife 
and our own well-being are at risk.   

Securing ecological connectivity 
through ConnectGREEN
The project “ConnectGREEN - Resto-
ring and managing ecological corri-
dors in mountains as the green infra-
structure in the Danube basin” (Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Romania, Serbia, 
Slovakia) aims to strengthen ecological 
connectivity between natural habitats, 
especially Natura 2000 sites. It focuses 
on large carnivores as umbrella spe-
cies in order to identify and ensure a 
proper management of ecological cor-
ridors. It brings together experts and 
decision-makers from nature conserva-
tion and spatial planning, to reconcile 
their views and work practices, and to  

harmonize the legal framework.
13 organisations (environment, spati-
al planning, protected areas) make up 
the ConnectGREEN partnership. These 
are public authorities, scientific institu-
tions, NGOs supported by ministries, 
one national park, the Carpathian Con-
vention and 3 networks of protected 
areas (Alps, Danube, Dinarides).

How close are we to securing  
ecological connectivity?
We have the tools: the “Methodology 
for the identification of ecological cor-
ridors” describing the process of com-
bined desktop research and fieldwork, 
and the “Guidelines on reducing con-
flicts in corridor areas”.
The tools are in a “drive test” in 4 key 
pilot areas:

n Western Carpathians, CZE, SVK
n Bükk National Park, HU 
  Cerová vrchovina,  
 Protected Landscape Area, SVK
n Piatra Craiului National Park   
 Bucegi Mountains, RO
n Apuseni - Southwest Carpathians, RO 
 Djerdap National Park, SRB

 

“Guidelines for a common strategic 
framework for the identification, con-
servation, restoration, and manage-
ment of ecological corridors in the Car-
pathian Ecoregion” is being developed 
in collaboration with the Carpathian 
Convention in order to support the im-
plementation of the Biodiversity Proto-
col and the related Action plan. 
Decision-makers will receive a Deci-
sion support tool and share a “map”, 
in the form of Actions plans that are 
being developed together with the local 
and national stakeholders to minimize 
the conflicts of economic development, 
spatial planning and protection of eco-
logical corridors. 
Sharing is caring. For ecological con-
nectivity. Knowledge gained and expe-
rience made during the process, as well 
as the modelled ecological corridors 
across the Carpathians, will be shared 
between the 5 project countries and 
beyond. The sharing takes place in the 
form of expert training (ongoing) and at 
the ConnectGREEN Conference (anti-
cipated in spring 2021) that you are all 
invited to join and follow. 

The Carpathian Mountains  
are the green infrastructure that  
wildlife and people need

Why “green infrastructure”? Life = free movement = connectivity
The Danube-Carpathian region is one of Europe’s last strongholds for large car-
nivores - wolf, lynx, and bear.  In order to survive, they need to move - for food, 
shelter or mating - along natural spaces (“green infrastructure”) called “ecolo-
gical corridors”, which connect natural protected areas and form the backbone 
for “ecological connectivity”.  

ConnectGREEN (June 2018-May 2021) 
www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreeen 
is co-funded by the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF), in the  
framework of Danube Transnational Pro-
gramme Interreg. Total budget: around 
EUR 2.5 Mio, European funds (ERDF, IPA) 
contribution is EUR 2.12 Mio.

Nature protection
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What does this have to do with me? The 
"Go Zero, Danube!" project which is 
funded by the Baden-Württemberg Stif-
tung in the program Perspektive Donau 
aims to raise awareness of environmen-
tal protection and the global context, not 
least to contribute to a clean Danube. In 
four international youth encounters, the 
topics of waste prevention, upcycling 
and zero waste will be explored in gre-
ater depth and practicable solutions for 
the Danube region will be developed. 
Together with the participants a website 
and a toolkit with the results will be de-
veloped.

Discovering new things and creating 
new perspectives together
Young people aged 18 to 25 from Cro-
atia, Bulgaria, Germany and the Uk-
raine are coming together for a week 
to get their hands dirty and tackle the 
problem of the growing mountains of 
waste. They get to know green start-ups 
and young entrepreneurs in the field of 
environmental protection and sustaina-
ble consumer behaviour. The meetings 
are designed with many elements of ex-
periential education, self-catering as far 
as possible without plastic, workshops, 
a publicity campaign and social media 
activities. There is also a touch of acti-
vism when you see how conscious and 
seriously the young adults take the to-
pic. Since March 2019, three encounters 
have already been implemented and 
many new friendships have been made.

Developing European civic awareness
The issue of environment and waste 
prevention concerns everyone and can 
be an opportunity to break down in-
tercultural barriers and bring together 
young adults from different European 
countries on an equal footing. It is about 
exploring new ways of living together 
in a sustainable way, regardless of ori-
gin or language. The groups are accom-
panied by experienced guides from 
Romania, Ukraine and Germany, who 
already have networks in the field. The 
young people are encouraged to parti-
cipate in networks on a long-term basis 
and to help shape educational work 
by sharing their experience. Individual 
initiative and participation are central 
components of the project work.

Applying what has been learned
During the encounter, the participants 
are already encouraged to apply what 
they have learned themselves and to put 
it into practice in public or in an event. 
A joint action in the form of a flash mob 
on Stuttgart's Schlossplatz attracted at-
tention (February 2019). A tour to Zero 
Waste Start-Ups in Kiev in June 2019 
enabled a best practice exchange. Duri-
ng the third meeting in Croatia in No-
vember 2019, the participants organised 
a public workshop for the city of Krizev-
ci. In each meeting practical workshops 
and DIY were the highlights. How do 
you actually make your own shampoo? 
What does gardening have to do with 
waste prevention?

How can I shop plastic-free without 
getting annoyed? A lot was learned, dis-
cussed and radically changed. 

Zero Waste in the times of Covid-19
Due to the epidemic, the last meeting 
could not take place in March 2020 as  
planned and was postponed until next 
year. Instead, a series of online meetings 
and webinars were organised for and 
with former participants. 
Under the title ”Circular Sessions”, the 
partner Ozero from Ukraine develo-
ped a training module on the topic of 
circular economy. The digital format 
with interesting participatory learning 
methods enabled participants from the 
whole Danube region to take part. It was 
a good and profitable experience, with a 
much smaller ecological footprint.
A social media group was also establis-
hed, which jointly published content 
on the topic: How to live plastic-free 
in times of Covid-19. It turned out that 
there are more opportunities than obsta-
cles.

Teresa Boulle,
Starkmacher Mannheim

Youth work Civil Society 

The Danube, the most multinational river in the world, is constantly facing new dangers: One of the biggest 
pollution hazards is microplastics - it threatens fish and fish larvae in particular. It is estimated that around 
40 tonnes of microplastics, i.e. pieces of plastic with a diameter of five millimeters or less, are transported 
through the river every year. Scientists worldwide are researching other negative effects of plastic on our bo-
dies and the environment.

GoZero Danube

Besides learning so 
much about the zero waste 
lifestyle with all its benefits 

and also problems, that need 
to be solved, I got to meet 

truly amazing people."
"

„

To meet with strangers 
who have common thoughts 

and interests like mine. To learn 
new things about zero waste and 
how I can be helpful, to share my 
ideas and find a support, to have 

fun and to inspired."
Izabela Ilieva, Svishtov, 

Bulgaria

„

Young people wanted for 2021! 
https://gozerodanube.blogspot.com
 
Contact and registration:
t.boulle@starkmacher.eu

Youtube: 

A sign of international  
solidarity in times of Corona

In video conferences, members of the 
international network and guests parti-
cipate in order to put together a mani-
fold program "from friends for friends". 
From music, singing, dancing, poetry, 
presentations about traditions to breath-
relaxation exercises, there is something 
for everyone. The exploited language 
is English, multilingual contents and 
translations are helpful. Hundreds 
of people of all ages from all Danube 
countries and beyond have participated 
in the online sessions since then. They 
show that friendship and community 
can exist and can be actively lived by 
culture, even without a common langua-
ge. The recorded online sessions are pu-
blic available in the YouTube-Channel of 
ILEU. The sessions motivate to continue 
creative work in the local groups as well 
as to form international virtual groups.  
Conversation courses in English and 
French are already taking place, seniors 
exchange hobbies or discuss cultural 
treasures, films and much more. 

„Come together – connecting people in 
times of Corona by culture“ (DANECT)  
is funded by the Baden-Württemberg 
Stiftung as a pilot project from May to 
November 2020.

Special publication by

Necessary physical distance in Corona times is not the same as social distance!  
Under this premise, ILEU e.V. from Ulm as the coordinator of the educational net-
work "Danube-Networkers" invites since the end of February on Sundays to the 
online session Come together! Connecting people in times of Corona by Culture. 

The Institute for Virtual and Real Learning in Adult Education at the 
University of Ulm (ILEU) e.V. invites to dialogue.

www. ileu.net

http://codanec.eu/come-together

Youtube: 
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Our readers have certainly already 
come across the biennial Danube Festi-
val in the magazine. During those ten 
days both sides of the river teem with 
people and events, international artists 
and guests from all countries along the 
Danube meet in Ulm and Neu-Ulm. 
The main organiser and promoter of the 
cultural celebration and similar events 
like the Danube Salon is the Donaubüro 
Ulm/Neu-Ulm. And these are just two 
of the many activities of the office - it 
is not without reason that it sees itself 
as the driving force, or - with a view 
to the Danube, more appropriately - as 
the "hydroelectric power plant" of in-
terregional projects. These promote en-
counters and exchanges in the Danube 
region in the fields of education, admi-
nistration and ecology, for example at 
the Danube Youth Camp in Ulm/Neu-
Ulm or at working meetings for know-
ledge transfer between local politicians 
in the Danube countries.

One of the office's main areas of focus is 
sustainable mobility in tourism, which it 
is also involved in locally in Ulm/Neu-
Ulm, particularly in the project "Su-
stainable Mobility for Ulm/Neu-Ulm", 
funded by the German Programme for 
Transnational Cooperation. The project 
represents an important step towards 
achieving low-carbon traffic and makes 
a valuable contribution to climate pro-

tection. Its three work packages aim at 
implementing the tourism and mobili-
ty plan for the Ulm/Neu-Ulm region, 
preparing a physical mobility centre in 
Ulm and consolidating the cross-secto-
ral and cross-institutional cooperation 
of the regional tourism and mobility 
actors. In addition to regional events 
such as network meetings or the "mobi-
lity training for tourism professionals", 
two online workshops were also orga-
nised in June in cooperation with the 
municipal working group on tourism 
and mobility. Both aimed at the suc-
cessful communication of sustainable 
transport. The first one with Wolfgang 
Aichinger, project manager for urban 
mobility at the “Agora Verkehrswen-
de” initiative, focused on the need for 
fundamentally rethinking the choice of 
transport modes and a corresponding 
communication strategy. The second 
workshop with Jaime Valdés Valverde, 
mobility planner at the gardening and 
civil engineering companies of the city 
of Lindau, presented concrete best prac-

tices of measures and strategies which 
are partly responsible for Lindau's suc-
cess in the field of sustainable mobility 
in recent years.

Exploring the most beautiful 
"pearls" sustainably

The Danube.Pearls working group 
unites tourism stakeholders and orga-
nisations representing 11 destinations 
from 8 countries along the Danube in a 
single network. The network is a result 
of the EU project Transdanube.Pearls, 
which ran from 2017 to 2019 and coun-
teracted the negative effects of automo-
bile traffic by developing socially fair, 
economically feasible, environmentally 
friendly and health-promoting mobi-
lity services for visitors to the Danube 
region. The Danube.Pearls initiative 
builds on the project’s results in its aims 
to jointly use the boundless potenti-
al of the river and to offer people the 
opportunity to explore the Danube re-
gion gently and without their own car. 

The term "gentle" refers to sustainable 
means of transport that open up en-
vironmentally friendly perspectives 
for discovery tours along the river, for 
example by train, by bicycle along the 
Danube cycle path or by canoe, kayak 
etc. The "pearls" include Ulm/Neu-
Ulm, Lake Neusiedl, the Bratislava re-
gion, Szigetköz Island and Mohács in 
Hungary, Vukovar in Croatia and the 
Iron Gate and Danube Delta in Roma-
nia. Danube.Pearls collects the most 
important sights for each destination 
on its website and provides tips and in-
formation on "soft" mobility on site. In 
Ulm, workshops for regional exchange 
between the actors involved were also 
organised for this purpose and a list of 
measures was drawn up which have 

since been implemented step by step. 
Training courses such as the one for 
tourism experts are also intended to 
raise awareness for the topic.

New narratives for the Danube 
region

The Danube Office is also involved in 
a sustainability project linked to the 
"Pearls" theme, the "Transdanube Travel 
Stories". The transnational project, sup-
ported by the EU funding programme 
Danube Transnational, with 10 partners 
from 7 countries, started on 1 July and 
is managed by the Austrian Federal 
Environment Agency. "The Danube Re-
gion is a wonderful region with a heri-
tage worthy of cultural protection. The 
project aims to develop new narratives 
in order to position it more strongly in 
terms of tourism. With these narratives, 
we want to link places of interest the-
matically and advertise them", explains 
Veronika Wierer, Head of the Danu-
be Office's Project Agency. The Office 
brings its expertise in the field of sustai-
nable mobility in tourism to the project. 
Among other things, Wierer's team will 
develop a practical transnational mo-
bility training for tourism experts and 

an e-learning course. Representatives 
of each participating network - e.g. Da-
nube Parks, St. Martin's Way and the 
Road of Emperors and Kings - are to be 
trained and will carry the knowledge 
into their network. 
"With the communication of sustai-
nable means of transport, we want to 
enable people from the region to expe-
rience the Danube region in the spirit 
of international understanding - and 
preferably in the most environmental-
ly friendly way possible. In this way 
the whole thing should also benefit the 
local people, because they too should 
learn how to travel there sustainably," 
says Wierer.

Daniel Hirsch,
journalist, Budapest

A “Hydropower Plant”
Interregional Danube projects

Sustainability

The Danube Office Ulm/Neu-Ulm has long been an 
important partner and source of information for 
danube connects - after all, it has been acting as a 
project agency for interregional cooperation since 
2002 and supports encounters and exchanges in 
the whole Danube region.
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Young talents

Schallaburg
a journey along the Danube

                    Culture
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Is it possible to plan a "short 
trip" along the whole Danube? 
Thanks to a current exhibition 
in Schallaburg in Lower Aus-
tria, it is! Danube Connects has 
set out on a journey from the 
Danube’s mouth to Schallaburg 
and on to Donaueschingen to 
discover the secrets of the se-
cond longest river in Europe.

Small and medium-sized towns such as 
Nyíregyháza (HU), Apatin (Serbia) or 
Velenje (SLO) no longer feel like losing 
promising young people to metropoli-
tan cities. Because according to OECD-
UNDESA "World migration in Figures", 
emigration rates in the Danube region 
are rising. This has a major impact on 
demographics and the labour market. 
There is already a shortage of well-
trained workers in companies and in-
stitutions, reducing competitiveness 
and innovative ability. Employers are 
unable to create high-quality jobs, an 
attractive working environment or ca-
reer opportunities. 

Dramatic consequences of the  
“brain drain” in the Danube region
This process has dramatic conse-
quences. The "TalentMagnet" project is 
resolutely addressing the challenge of 
stopping the emigration of highly qua-
lified young people from small and me-
dium-sized cities in the Danube region. 
High-quality jobs shall attract and reta-
in talent. But local authorities are also 
needed to counteract the brain drain 
and to improve key factors, including 
affordable housing, high-quality public 
services, good education, attractive cul-
tural life and recreational facilities. 

Getting more attractive for young 
talents
The participating cities will involve 
science, business, administration and 
civil society in the implementation 
of the project in order to improve the 
local economic and social environment 
of the cities and drastically become 
more attractive for young talents. For 
example, a new smart phone appli-
cation will directly address young 
talents; furthermore, several models, 
guidelines and tools will be developed 
and tested in all of the project partner 
cities. 
The European Foundation for Educa-
tion will represent Baden-Württemberg 
in the international consortium as a 
knowledge supplier, contributing to 
the creation of the project framework 
and bringing in the results from past 
EU projects such as "EDU-LAB". 

 

Follow our “TalentMagnet”:  
www.facebook.com/TalentMagnetProject

Let’s magnetize 
young talents to the Danube Region!

TalentMagnet in the following cities:
 
Apatin, Serbia
Ptuj, Slovenia
Bjala, Bulgaria
Harghita County, Romania
Leoben, Austria
Lieberec, Czech Republic
Nyiregyhaza, Hungary
Ruse, Bulgaria
Szeged, Hungary
Užgorod, Ukraine
Varaždin, Croatia
Velenje, Slovenia
Weiz, Austria
Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Žilina, Slovakia

How to attract best talents? 18 cities in the Danube Region currently are 
developing innovative tools to attract and retain locally talented young 
workforce. The European Union financially supports this project to prevent 
talented young people to have to go abroad to study or to find work in the 
capital or in other bigger cities, enabling young talents to stay in their home 
region, contributing to the local economy. 
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But that would take at least two weeks. 
From the west, the Danube meanders, 
sometimes calmly, sometimes thun-
derously, towards the east and crosses 
more different countries, cultures and 
traditions than any other flowing wa-
ter in the world. Its history is turbulent, 
mysterious and mythical, it was a wa-
terway, natural border and economic 
area at the same time.

People, treasures & cultures

The exhibition "Danube - People, Tre-
asures & Cultures" explores these se-
crets, but also historical backgrounds. 
Here, visitors embark on a journey of 
about 2000 kilometres upstream from 
the Sulina lighthouse on the Black Sea 
to the exhibition site Schallaburg, the 
most beautiful Renaissance castle north 
of the Alps. The castle is not located on 
the Danube. The European lifeline is 
about five kilometres away as the crow 
flies. Nevertheless, the prestige object, 
owned by the state of Austria, hosts in-
ternational exhibitions, and cooperates 
with the largest museums in Europe. 
As in the case of the Danube. The visi-
tor "travels" through its history in ten 
chapters, including culture and myths 
- an emotional road trip on foot through 
wonderful landscapes and cities.

The exhibition includes something from 
each and every Danube country. There 

is much to discover and experience. Is 
the Danube a border or a bridge? How 
did it contribute to Central European 
culture? We learn about the fate of the 
Ottoman village of Ada, which no lon-
ger exists today, as well as about the 
eight-meter-long Huso sturgeons. In 
the exhibition we can see a three-meter-
long specimen that was caught around 
1910. Today there are still some small 
ones in the delta. Further to the west, 
they fell victim to overfishing and hy-
droelectric power stations. And then 
there is the Neolithic Vinča culture from 
Serbia, which developed about 7000 ye-
ars ago. Unique exhibits from the Ser-
bian National Museum can be seen, 
such as a baby spoon made of bones, on 
which there are imprints of children's 
teeth and traces of milk.

The 2000 km long short trip takes about 
two hours. We take a break in the re-
staurant, which is located in the impres-
sive arcade courtyard, decorated with 
elaborate terracotta elements. This ma-
sterpiece was created in the 16th centu-
ry at the behest of the von Losenstein 
family. They were among the most in-
fluential Protestants from 1560 to 1600. 
Christoph von Losenstein sent his son 
Wilhelm to Italy around 1560. He retur-
ned with creative impressions. And so, 
the idea for the unique inner courtyard 
of the castle was born. About 1600 parts 
were used! Quite a lot, considering 

the effort involved. To obtain a perfect 
work of art, an average of three firing 
attempts per specimen had to be made. 
It is assumed that 7000 to 8000 copies 
were burned. Visitors can admire repre-
sentations of Greek mythology, Roman 
emperors, but also the septem artes li-
berales. Especially the latter, the "seven 
liberal arts" are of great importance, sin-
ce Martin Luther based his whole edu-
cational system on them.

Building the courtyard took about ten 
years. Now the lord of the castle had a 
fantastic inner courtyard, but the pro-
ject had ruined him financially. In the 
17th century, Catholics were on the rise 
again, with the counter-reformation of 
the Habsburgs. After the Reformation 

in the 16th century, Austria is 80 per-
cent Protestant. Most aristocrats adopt 
Luther's theses in order to free them-
selves from the clutches of the church. 
Unlike the Habsburgs, who have their 
power in monasteries, for Lower Aus-

tria had been in Bavarian hands since 
about 800 AD, when the first settlers 
came from there.

We visit the oldest part of the castle, 
which was built around 1000 AD. A 
ruin without a roof and yet it seems to 
be a place of power. Plants grow from 
the walls. Mason bees inhabit the hol-
low places behind it. Apart from the 
buzzing and the birdsong, nothing can 
be heard. But why is the roof missing? 
The so-called roof tax is responsible. 
It was introduced by the Holy Roman 
Emperor Joseph II. In order to save un-
necessary taxes, the roof was dispensed 
with here, as this part of the castle was 
no longer in use.

What is used again, however, is the ma-
gnificent Renaissance garden, which 
was restored in the seventies. It was 

built according to old records and is 
one of the few preserved gardens from 
that time. We sit in the shade of the 
apple trees - three European women 
from Vienna, Ulm and Sarajevo. What 
is the Danube now? Border or bridge? 
The Danube has brought us together on 
wondrous paths. And it will continue to 
do so - despite all borders!

Mirella Sidro,  
journalist, Augsburg
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La Déesse, the Goddess, was the nickname of the 
1955 Citroen DS 19, and even then the art object 
on four wheels was considered avant-garde. 
The goddess is reborn, now in a different dress, 
appropriate to the present day. The Danube has 
also changed her appearance, but her beauty has 
remained. Both are European symbols of move-
ment - an ideal symbiosis for our road trip!

"2840 kilometres to the sea", says a sign in the castle park. We are in the town of Donaue-
schingen in the Black Forest, at the official source of the river that shaped our European 
history like no other. There are many myths and secrets about the Danube, which flows into 
the Black Sea. You could, of course, journey “from Black to Black”.
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Capacity kW (PS) 130 (180), total price incl. VAT 49.090 €
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Culture

For "Art on the River" curators from the 
following countries work together: Ger-
many, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croa-
tia, Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria. They 
have selected up to four artists from 
each of their countries to represent two 
generations of artists: artists around 50 
years and artists around 30 years of age, 
who grew up before and after the end of 
the Eastern bloc. The project will show 
how their art positions differ.

In addition to questions about current 
art positions in the Danube countries, 
the project focuses on the tension bet-
ween the mostly cosmopolitan position 
of the artists and existing national ties. 
By integrating the art scene of eight 
Danube cities, the project provides a re-
presentative cross-section of the art po-
sitions of these countries.

The exhibition "Art on the River" is inten-
ded to arouse curiosity about the artistic 
neighbourhoods in the Danube region.  
 
 
 

The project deliberately avoids mysti-
fication, exoticization or Eastern art 
clichés. The touring exhibition shows 
parallels, identities and differences and 
thus provides an open and versatile in-
sight into artistic positions across all ge-
nerations and art forms.
The exhibition is accompanied by an 
elaborate catalogue.

The following artists participate in the 
project "Art on the River": Birgit Bran-
dis, Jörg Baier, Corinne Chotycki, Bet-
tina Kattinger, Brigida Zuberi, Berenice 
Pahl, Helena Eribenne, Contact Zone, 
Rudolf Sikora, Oto Hudec, Flóra Per-
tics, Sándor Imreh, Péter Somody, Ana 
Petrović, Vladimir Frelih, Adrienn Újhá-
zi, Nikola Džafo, Constantin Flondor, 
Andrei Rosetti, Ciprian Bodea, Cosmin 
Fruntes, Sorin Scurtulescu, Silvia Gan-
cheva and Yulian Stankulov.
The curators of the exhibition are: Fran-
ziska Degendorfer (Karlsruhe), Oli-
via Jaques (Vienna), Nikolas Bernath 
(Košice), Prof. Péter Somody (Pécs), 
Prof. Vladimir Frelih (Osijek), Andrea 
Palašti (Novi Sad), Sorin Scurtulescu 
(Timisoara) and Prof. Bozhidar Boyad-
zhiev (Sofia). The project is coordinated 
by Dr. Márton Méhes (Vienna).

The Museum Ulm leads the project, 
which is co-financed by the following 
partners: Ministry of Science, Research 
and Art of the State of Baden-Württem-
berg, Baden-Württemberg Foundation,  

Danube Office Ulm/Neu-Ulm and the 
Cultural Advisor for the Danube Region 
at the Danube Swabian Museum Ulm.

Swantje Volkmann, 
Cultural Officer of the Danube Region, 
Ulm

"Art on the River" (“Kunst am Strom”) 
brings together artists and curators 
from the Danube region. The project 
aims at presenting various artistic 
positions from the Danube countries, 
which will be shown in a travelling ex-
hibition in 2020 and 2021. 

What’s more, artists and curators will 
meet and exchange ideas repeated-
ly at symposia and especially during 
the preparations for the two European 
Capitals of Culture, Novi Sad 2022 and 
Timisoara 2023.

International Danube Project "Art on the River” 
The differences between two generations of artists

Košice/Slowakia    11/2020 - 01/2021
Pécs/Hungary                  02 - 03/2021
Osijek/Croatia               04 - 05/2021
Novi Sad/Serbia            06 - 07/2021
Timisoara/Romania     08 - 09/2021
Sofia/Bulgaria           10 - 11/2021
Berlin/Brussels              01 – 03/2022

Schallaburg/Austria               
24. 09 – 08.11.2020

Because for him and his family the Co-
rona help "EU for you: EU for cultural 
heritage and tourism" came at the right 
time. This emergency measure to miti-
gate the consequences of the Covid 19 
pandemic, which the EU has allocated 
one million euros, is co-financed by the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
and implemented by the German Agen-
cy for International Cooperation (GIZ).

Stefanović carves wooden works of art 
that look like the Neolithic findings of 
the nearby archaeological site Lepenski 
Vir. Due to the collapse of the Danube 
cruise tourism he lost more than 80% of 
the turnover of his restaurant with food 
from his own organic cultivation and 
the well-known honey wine; he could 
no longer employ kitchen assistants 
and service personnel, his pension re-
mained empty. He will now use the EU 
Corona aid to modernize and expand 
his kitchen.

He was one of the first of a total of 464 
applicants from the 12 communities 
of Eastern Serbia of the Lower Danu-
be, who participated in the tender for 
emergency aid this summer. With its 
"Iron Gate", the Lower Danube is not 
only one of the most beautiful lands-
capes of the International Danube Pro-
ject "Art on the River"; it is also highly 
interesting culturally with its archaeo-
logical excavation sites and castles such 
as Golubac, Ram and Fetislam, and re-
presents significant economic potential 
for tourism. 

The EU tender was aimed at small pri-
vate enterprises in the region. Now 
47 boarding houses, 29 agricultural 
households and farmers with overnight 
accommodation, 44 start-ups, restau-
rants, caterers, travel agencies, camping 
camps, small wineries and even four 
beekeepers are being supported with 
this non-repayable financial aid. So 
Captain Mišin will be able to offer his 
delicious honey wine to the coming day 
tourists again. 

Wolfgang Limbert, 
journalist, Belgrade

"Kapetan Mišin" can breathe a sigh of relief. The Serbian artist and owner 
of the "Art Cafe" on the hill in front of Donji Milanovac is actually called 
Živorad Stefanović; now he can look more hopefully from his viewing plat-
form at the picturesque Danube loop at the Iron Gate.

EU Corona aid strengthens the Serbian 
Tourism on the Lower Danube

The European project "THE 
RUDE AWAKENING" takes us 
back in time to the First World 
War. What did people experience 
at that time on the war fronts 
and in the hinterland? Are there 
parallels with today, especially 
with regard to "pandemics"? For 
even then, epidemics shook Eu-
rope and took more people with 
them than the war itself. 
In 1915 and 1916, typhoid and 
cholera were prevalent in the 
Austrian refugee camps; in 
spring of 1918 the Spanish flu 
emerged at the south-western 
front of Austria-Hungary, arri-
ving in autumn at the hinterland 
in Vienna. Although the pande-
mic did not come – as falsely 
claimed by the media –out of the 
refugee camps, refugees were 
stigmatised as disease carriers; 
even until the post-war period 
where during the election cam-
paigns of the First Republic in 
1919/20 the subject became part 
of the election propaganda.

Learning about history through 
virtual reality "The Rude Awa-
kening" makes visible these 
aspects in an online game. Virtu-
al reality is intended to captivate 
young people and indirectly 
impart knowledge about this 
important historical period. 
The idea is supported by the 
European Union. Funded as part 
of the programme CREATIVE  
EUROPE, digital technolo-
gies and cultural mediation in 
museums should come closer 
together.  

The project is managed by the 
Belvedere-Gschwent Foundati-
on in South Tyrol, with partner 
organisations from France, 
Germany, Austria, Slovenia and 
Macedonia. 

 
Find more information on  
www.danube-connects.eu and 
www.ngo.at.

CREATIVE EUROPE
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Nature

The project, We Pass – Facilitating Fish 
Migration And Conservation At The 
Iron Gates, aims to aid fish migration in 
the Danube River Basin, and has been 
set up with EU funding (DG REGIO) by 
the ICPDR, CDM Smith, Jaroslav Černi 
Institute (JCI), Danube Delta National 
Institute for Research and Development 
(DDNI) and the Norwegian Institute for 
Nature Research (NINA). Its focus is on 
the preservation and re-establishment 
of endangered fish species' migration 
routes in the Danube River, its tributari-
es, and specifically at the Iron Gates hy-
dropower plants.

The hydroelectric power plants Iron 
Gates I and II (aka Porțile de Fier / Đer-
dap) are the largest dams on the Danube 
River and are jointly managed by Roma-
nia and Serbia. The dams provide vast 
amounts of sustainable hydropower for 
the region and also make navigation for 
people both easier and safer on the Da-
nube. However, the disruption they cau-
se to the river's continuity constitutes a 
serious obstacle for migratory fish like 
sturgeon. The heights of Iron Gates I and 
II (60m and 35m, respectively) and the 
depth of the reservoir, necessitate the im-
plementation of a massive fish-passage. 
Unfortunately, no pre-exiting solutions 
are up to this daunting task.

A chief aspect of We Pass is the running 
of a feasibility study exploring alterna-
tives and seeking solutions to blocked 
routes that may be having adverse ef-
fects on sturgeon and other fish species. 
Supported by the European Commissi-
on, the first phase of the study ran from 
2011 to 2016 and created a dialogue 
between the ICPDR and relevant stake-
holders. Running until 2020, the second 
leg of the Feasibility Study will lead into 
planned third and fourth phases to con-
solidate technical designs between 2012 
and 2023, with implementation expected 
from 2024 onward.

Concerns specific to sturgeon species 
and the dams themselves make the fu-
ture of extended migration quite tricky. 
Sturgeon, unlike other migratory fish, 
grow much larger and generally swim 
along the riverbed. Sturgeon also spawn 
several times throughout their lives, thus 
the fish-passage would also need to be 
designed to allow the downstream mi-
gration of large adult sturgeon. All of 
this makes facilitating sturgeon migrati-
on more complex and more difficult than 
would be the case for other fish. Making 
this complex and difficult task easier is 
the aspiration of We Pass.

ICPDR, Vienna

The ICPDR has endorsed sturgeons as 
flagship species. There are six species 
of sturgeons native in the Danube River 
Basin, of which the beluga (Huso huso) 
is the most famous due to its role in 
caviar trade and its impressive size of 
up to six metres. To work towards the 
conservation of the Danube sturgeons, 
the program STURGEON 2020 was 
developed to ensure viable populati-
ons of sturgeon and other indigenous 
fish species by 2020.The key measures 
contained in this program are aimed 
at habitat protection, restoration of 
migration routes, supportive stocking 
programs, economic alternatives to 
sturgeon fishery, fighting illegal fishing 
and the caviar black market, ecological 
education, the harmonization of legisla-
tion and law enforcement.

These measures are grouped into six in-
terconnected key topics:

The development of the STURGEON 
2020 program was pursued through the 
“Danube Sturgeon Task Force” (DSTF), 
a network of national and international 
public entities, NGOs and academic 
institutions founded in 2012, in which 
the ICPDR is participating. The aim of 
the DSTF is to foster synergies of the 
existing organizations and support the 
conservation of the highly endangered 
native sturgeon species in the Danube 
River Basin and Black Sea by promo-
ting the implementation of the STUR-
GEON 2020 program.

The DSTF operates in the frame and 
with direct support of Priority Area 6 
(Biodiversity and Landscape Diversity) 
of the EU Strategy for the Danube Re-
gion, aiming to harmonize the sectoral 
policies under an integrative approach, 
balancing the environmental protection 
with the social and economic require-
ments at regional level. 

 

Sturgeons represent a natural heritage of the Danube River Basin and key indicator species for high ecological 
quality of rivers. Their dramatic decline in the last decades has become an issue of basin-wide importance that 
got the attention of the Danube countries and the European Commission. Through the "Danube Sturgeon Task 
Force", the ICPDR contributes to actions such as the protection of habitats, the development of migration aids, the 
breeding of healthy stocks in sheltered facilities, or the struggle against illegal fishing and caviar trade.

ICPDR - Keeper of the Danube
The International Commission for the 
Protection of the Danube River (ICP-
DR), is located in Vienna and serves 
14 countries and the EU. The mission 
of ICPDR is to promote and coordi-
nate sustainable and equitable water 
management, including conservation, 
improvement and rational use of wa-
ters for the benefit of the Danube River 
Basin countries and their people. An 
important part of this is implementing 
the Danube River Protection Conven-
tion (DRPC), the EU Water Framework 
Directive and the EU Floods Directive.
www.icpdr.org

Sturgeon are migratory fish. This means that in order to reproduce they must travel further upstream in the  
Danube to their ancient spawning grounds. However, this important aspect of their life-cycle has been hindered 
by dams constructed along the river. Therefore ICPDR is seeking solutions to those man-made dams with the 
project We Pass focusing on the Iron Gates dams.

Public Consultation on 2021 
ICPDR management plans

The ICPDR supports the active 
involvement of stakeholders and 
civil society on all levels of its work. 
Individuals, public bodies, NGOs, 
and other interest groups are invited 
to make comments on the schedule, 
draft plans, and other relevant docu-
ments relating to the 3rd The 
Danube River Basin Management 
Plan (DRBMP) and the 2nd Danu-
be Flood Risk Management Plan 
(DFRMP).
wfd-fd@icpdr.org 

n  Acquiring political support  
 for sturgeon conservation
n  Capacity building and law 
 enforcement
n  In-situ sturgeon conservation
n  Ex-situ sturgeon conservation
n  Socio-economic measures in 
 support of sturgeon conservation
n  Raising public awareness

Why the sturgeon 

is a special fish for the Danube

        Threatened by illegal fishing and caviar trade

Making fish migration 

Nature
Macroregions

at the Iron Gate possible again

ICPDR is seeking solutions to man-made 
dams with the project We Pass IC
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What are the special challenges in 
preparing the application?  
"We are applying on a regional level 
in a group of four Istrian coastal ci-
ties in Slovenia. This is a big oppor-
tunity to overcome the limitations 
of an individual city. But it demands 
a coherent and carefully planned 
and executed joint cultural strategy, 
too. This is especially challenging 
in times when we could not travel. 
Furthermore, we also should look 
at a European Capital of Culture 
from a different perspective due to 
Covid."

What are your themes?
"Our themes are strongly and 
intimately related to the Istrian  
features: from overcoming different 
kinds of borders building resiliance 
in facing the climate crisis. Piran 
has just recently been flooded again. 
Salt is also an important theme 
as it is deeply in the hearts of our 
people. In short – we see our project 
as a Cultural Embassy for Climate 
Change."

With artists from which countries 
do you work together?
"We collaborate not only with artists 
from the region of Piran, Istria and 
Italy, but also from countries we usu-
ally do not cooperate so intensively.

This brings us further in terms of 
content and valuable suggestions."

What are the cultural highlights in 
Piran? 
"These are the Coastal galleries, a 
renewed contemporary art gallery, 
the beautiful Tartini theatre, the 
natural parks and the only maritime 
protected area in Slovenia."

How is the situation of young  
people in the region and in Piran?
"The housing situation is difficult. 
Since Piran is built as a medieval 
town, it is not made for cars. New 
housing concepts have to be deve-
loped and old mistakes of urban 
planning have to be corrected.
We need to create a sustainable 
ecosystem that allows people to 
find jobs here, and we need a good 
internet to be connected to Europe. 
We can be a center for young people. 
This is also a generational issue here. 

With our candidacy we aim to bring 
together different generations and 
nations through culture, but yet to 
start to feel as Europeans for all of 
us.”

Interview by
Sabine Geller, danube connects
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INTERVIEW

Interview with Martina Gamboz: The  leader of the application for the  
European Capital of Culture 2025 title explains why the preparations are  
particularly challenging in times of Covid, the deadline is until November 25th.  
The application should bring a new quality of tourism to the region, as it is  
not designed for mass tourism. 
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