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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR A HORIZON 2020 PROJECT 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS  
LC-GD-9-2-2020: Developing end-user products and services for all stakeholders and citizens 

supporting climate adaptation and mitigation  

Area 9: Strenghthening our knowledge in support of the European Green Deal 

INTRODUCTION  
HETFA is an independent think tank in Budapest, Hungary established in 2009. It was founded by young 

economists, political scientists and sociologists sharing theoretical and practical experience in social 

research, public administration and consultancy. 

Our goal is to provide useful and evidence-based analyses on national as well as local policy issues for the 

decision-makers and the policy expert community to improve the quality of public debates and public 

decisions. We are also active in the field of preparation and management of transnational and EU projects. 

Our colleagues have distinct experience in dissemination and exploitation of project results. 

HETFA is constantly involved in activities connecting to public policy analysis, impact assessment, in 

formulating policy strategies and evaluation tools, and socio-economic research. It has also broad 

experience in assignments related to urban and territorial development. 

AREA OF POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION 
Experts of HETFA prepared a report with recommendations commissioned by the European Climate Fund, 

entitled ‘Reopening, Crisis Management, Sustainability – Considerations and Recommendations for 

Developing Measures to Mitigate the Economic Impact of the Coronavirus in line with Sustainability 

Goals’. The report examines how crisis management, development measures supporting reopening can 

serve the post-epidemic recovery and preparedness for future epidemics, while improving the 

management of natural and social resources and making development in Hungary more sustainable. 

In the last decades HETFA worked continuously with the National Council for Sustainable Development. 

With that regard, several studies were delivered related to sustainable development and also an 

indicators system was elaborated. Besides, Pannonia Ethanol commissioned HETFA Research Institute to 

prepare a study focusing on the greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction effects and costs of using ethanol in the 

transport sector. This summer the study assessing the macroeconomic impact of the ethanol factory was 

released.  

HETFA colleagues are working with a CGE macromodel used for different analyses. The CGE macromodels 

are based on macroeconomic principles that is the economic processes in the model are deducted from 

the individual decisions of the actors. The data describing the income flows among the economic actors 

serve as the basis of the model. With this data, it can be shown how the sudden and significant change 

(shock) in one sector of the economy influences the other sectors. Main references: 

 Interaction between sustainable development and national budget through the example of 

water management – assigned by the Fiscal Council of Hungary. The work quantifies the 

impact of water utility investments on the country’s macroeconomic processes and 

especially on the budget by using the HÉFA-CGE model. 

 Major, Klára & Drucker, Luca Flóra: Macroeconomic impact of electric power outage – simulation 

results from a CGE modelling experiment for Hungary, 2015, HETFA Working Paper Series No. 12. 
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 Impacts of Academic Research on GDP Growth: a forecast on how public resources spent on 

universities and research institutes may influence the growth potential of the Hungarian 

economy. 

Colleagues of HETFA, Virág Zsár and Klára Nagy are experts of Horizon Results Booster, a new package of 

specialised services to maximise the impact of R&I public investment and further amplify the added value 

of the Framework Programmes (FPs). The tailor-made service helps to develop the applied projects’ 

dissemination and exploitation strategy. Virág Zsár is also a member of the COST Cross-Cutting Activity 

(CCA) on science communication with other researchers, journalists, policy makers, and representatives 

from public institutions. The CCA aims to achieve high-quality, evidence-based and cross-sectoral science 

communication across Europe. 

HETFA is well-experienced in how to involve citizens into local decision making through the 

implementation of various EU funded projects focusing on local people’s active participation in their 

community life as well as facilitating the dialogue between the youth and decision-makers. Some 

references are listed below: 

 ENriCH (Reveal YouropEaN Cultural Heritage) aimed to reinterpret the European Cultural Heritage 

through the dialogue of youth and decision-makers. Through a half-year-long cooperation and joint 

work with local youth (monthly meetings, interviews with locals/experts/elderly), a brand new city 

map was prepared full with the recommendations of the youth’ and locals.  

 Youth&SPA (Activating and involving the Youth in shaping the future of rural SPA towns) promoted 

dialogue between young people and decision-makers in small spa towns. The main aim of the project 

was to launch a transnational and intergenerational dialogue among young people and decision-

makers to identify good practices and formulate a Youth Strategy. 

 SporTown (Intergenerational Debate on Sport Specific Utilization of Urban Spaces) aimed to involve 

young citizens in the local decision-making process, and to raise awareness of local and EU citizenship. 

Furthermore, it incited knowledge exchange on smart utilization of urban spaces for social purposes. 

The project focused on different themes like EU citizenship, EU awareness, health and wellbeing as 

well as intergenerational education. 

 EU3doms (Debate on the Future of the Four Freedoms of the European Union) launched a series of 

debate on the future of Europe with special focus on the 4 freedoms of the EU. The main emphasis 

was on intercultural dialogue. It provided a forum for debate among citizens to let them express 

their opinion and show the importance of their involvement in decision-making. 

The coronavirus epidemic affected the whole world – including Hungary and the surrounding Central and 

Eastern European countries. It is essential to understand the reasons behind the spread of the epidemic 

and to explore its spatial characteristics. Commissioned by on the State Secretariat for National Policy of 

the Prime Minister’s Office, HETFA Research Institute has been preparing an epidemiological report for 

Central and Eastern Europe on a weekly basis since the beginning of April. Furthermore, since the 

outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in Europe, experts of HETFA Research Institute have published a 

series of analyses and proposals addressing the social and economic impacts of the global epidemic in 

Hungary: 

 Adapting urban development in response to the COVID-19 crisis 
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