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Sparks is an ambitious engagement project on the topic of technology shifts 

in health and medicine. Its aim is to raise awareness and communicate the 

concept of Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) to Europeans in 29 

countries. 

Sparks in a nutshell 



• 33 organisations, CORE PARTNERS: 

specialised in engaging large numbers of citizens in contemporary science through interactive and innovative 

exhibitions and participatory activities: 

• Science Museum London, Copernicus Science Centre, Bonn Science Shop, Ars 

Electronica 

influential international networks: 

• the European Network of Science Centres and Museums (Ecsite) 

• the European Regions Research and Innovation Network (ERRIN) 

• Living Knowledge (international network of Science Shops) 

• Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Development (AIGHD)  

• KEA European Affairs (KEA).  

Facts and Figures  



• Touring exhibition in 29 European countries 

•  230 engaging activities 

• Duration 36 months: 1st July 2015 – 30th June 2018 

• Creation of local partnerships in each country 

• Data collection on RRI perceptions  

Facts and Figures  



An awareness raising campaign to: 

 

 

Show Europeans that they can 

participate in science and that various 

stakeholders share the responsibility for 

science.  

Main message 



 

1. Raise awareness about RRI across Europe and encourage citizens and 

other stakeholders to engage in it  

 

2.  Build effective cooperation between science and society, to recruit new 

talent for science and to pair scientific excellence with social awareness 

and responsibility 

 

3. Feed R&I policies at the EU, national, regional and local levels with 

societal inputs to facilitate the development of RRI  

 

4. Build upon existing projects and powerful networks  

Official Objectives 



RRI 

• Multiple definitions and interpretations 

• Several EU projects dealing with all aspects 

• There is no single way to define RRI 

• It is a new way of working in research and 

innovation 



RRI 

• European Commission: 

 

“Responsible Research and Innovation implies that societal 

actors (researchers, citizens, policy makers, business, third 

sector organisations, etc.) work together during the whole 

research and innovation process in order to better align 

both the process and its outcomes with the values, needs, 
and expectations of society.” 



New Terms & Grammar 

• diverse 

• inclusive 

• reflective 

• anticipatory 

• adaptive 

• … 

• non-linear 

• complex 

• iterative process 

• engage several 

stakeholders 

• … 



Landscape for technology and health 

• Systemic changes such as POPULATION AGEING 

and increasing urban lifestyles are dramatically 

changing demands on healthcare systems across 

Europe.  

 

Currently, 18.5% of the population in Europe is older 

than 65 years; by 2050 this will grow to 28.1%. 



Landscape for technology and health 

• Consequently, the COSTS OF CURRENT 

HEALTHCARE systems are growing at an 

unsustainable rate. 

 

The cost of healthcare is growing at a faster rate than 

is GDP, a situation that cannot be maintained. 



Landscape for technology and health 

• THE CONVERGENCE OF TECHNOLOGIES 

(nano, bio, information,and cognitive) is leading to 

opportunities for innovation and investments, but 

also opens new terrains of ethical debate. 

 

Well-known ethical and social issues, such as safety, 

privacy, autonomy, responsibility and informed 

consent. 



Landscape for technology and health 

• The USE OF MEDICAL DEVICES AND 

TECHNOLOGY and the collection and analysis of 

biological data are no longer the purview of only 

medical research and healthcare delivery. 

 

For example, wristwatches and mobile phones, 

genetic tests (and other testing and screening 

devices) bought on-line and performed at home. 



Landscape for technology and health 

• Current REGULATORY AND ETHICAL BODIES 

(such as the Committee on Bioethics of the Council 

of Europe) are seemingly unprepared to deal with 

the rapid changes that are occurring across the 

medical field. 

 

Two major trends are disrupting the conventional 

approach to ethics: biology is becoming technological 

while technology is becoming biological.  

Many technological developments that will eventually 

affect health and medicine will start and spread 

outside of the medical domain. 



How will we achieve this? 

Exhibitions 

Feedback/policy  

Activities 



The role of local organisers 

1. Build local 

partnerships and 

become actors of RRI  



2. Adapt the 

exhibition, inserting a 

locally relevant RRI 

case study 

The role of local organisers 



3. Host the exhibition  

The role of local organisers 



4. Organise 

science cafes and 

other participatory 

activities 

The role of local organisers 



COMPULSORY ACTIVITIES 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

EXHIBITION 



Roundtable discussions with different 

stakeholders of RRI where everyone is 

an expert and everyone is learning 

something. 

COMPULSORY ACTIVITIES 

Reversed science café 



Science Espresso 

Short and focused discussion meetings 

with different RRI stakeholders and the 

public at the exhibition 

 

COMPULSORY ACTIVITIES 



Science Shops mediate civil society’s 

needs for expertise and knowledge.  

 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Pop-Up Science Shop 



Collaborative creation of ideas for new 

products and services with future users 

at the heart of it 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Incubation Workshops / Hackathons  



Developing solutions. Together. 

 

 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Scenario Workshop 



5. Help collect 

feedback 

The role of local organisers 



6. Disseminate the 

project, organise a 

media event 

The role of local organisers 



www.sparksproject.eu 

Sparks_eu 

Sparks EU 

Sparks Project 

Thank you! 


